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section of the constitution, "or he shall be able to
understand the same when read to him, or give
a reasonable interpretation thereof." Even when
fairly administered, this section operated to dis-
franchise more negroes than whites, for fewer can
read and fewer can understand a legal instrument.
But it is obvious that the opportunities for dis-
crimination are great: a simple section can be read
to an illiterate white, while a more difficult section,
filled with technicalities, may be read to a negro
applicant; and the phrase "a reasonable interpre-
tation" may mean one thing in the case of a negro
and quite another where a white man is concerned.
It is perhaps not surprising that only 5123 Republi-
can votes were reported in 1896, and hardly more,
in 1912, were cast for Taft and Roosevelt together.
South Carolina followed the lead of Mississippi
a little more frankly in 1895, by adopting suffrage
amendments which provided for two years* resi-
dence in the State, one year in the county, and the
payment of a poll tax six months before the election*
Up to 1898 any person who could read any
of the constitution, or could understand
it when read by the registration officer, could
his name placed upon a permanent roll
vote thereafter, provided he satisfied the